August/September 2009

Notes From The Administration: 

Welcome back to the new school year!  We are excited to begin the 2009-2010 school year with new staff and updates to the facilities.  John Mayo has been hired as a new music teacher.
Our summer custodians and painters along with contractors have completed the following projects:  new roof over the west entrance foyer, English rooms, and Mr. Timm’s science room;  installed a handicapped accessible bathroom door in the kindergarten bathroom; painted the outside of the 3rd floor windows on the 1907 and 1930 buildings and the large fan vents on the north side of the new gym; installed a new overhead door and gutter system on the north side of the north bus barn; installed missing tile in Mr. Hilsinger’s classroom; replaced two outside doors on the JH girls’ locker room and weight room; replaced the timbers on the south piece of playground equipment and removed the tall slide on that equipment due to safety concerns; replaced some areas of sidewalk (mainly north of the north gym doors going to Lincoln street); installed an AC unit in the distance learning server closet as required by server installers; installed new lights in the hallways on 1st and 3rd floors of the elementary building; installed planks above the heater in the ceiling located in the hallway between the new gym and 1907 building; repaired the north boiler’s northwest corner leak; replaced the blinds in the first grade room.  Thanks 
to donated help, we have had some ductwork removed in the weight room to make more head room for lifting.
LAPTOP ROLLOUT


Excitement is growing with the anticipation of the rollout of laptop computers for the 2009-10 school year for sophomores, juniors, and seniors!  
LDNE is proud to provide this opportunity which we hope will increase employment opportunities, improve quality of life, and better prepare our students for their future!  August 17, 2009 is the night of the rollout.  
MISSION STATEMENT FOR THE DISTRICT:

Empower All Students To Achieve!
Our staff at Northeast is committed to help each student in our district reach their highest potential by encouraging them to excel in their abilities and talents to their fullest extent possible.  Please join us in our excitement. Come and see our students perform at school functions, activities, athletic events and see what wonderful youth we have in our school system.  

Elementary Open House

Elementary open house is scheduled for Tuesday, August 18th from 6:00 P.M. to 7:00 P.M.  Parents and students are encouraged to come to school together, visit the classrooms, and meet the elementary teachers and staff.  Students are encouraged to bring their school supplies with them to get their desk organized for the school year.
Junior High Orientation

Junior High orientation is scheduled for Tuesday, August 18th from 7:00 P.M. to 8:00 P.M.  Parents and junior high students are encouraged to gather in the gym where we will have an open forum to discuss topics such as:

· Class Schedule

· Attendance Policy

· Class Officers

· Class Dues

· Cell Phone Policy

· iPod Policy

· Dress Code

· Parent Teacher Conferences

· Edline

· Cyberbullying

New Students:

If you have any new students please come and register them for school the week of August 10th.    If you have new neighbors with children, let them know that they should come and register.  The office and teachers appreciate knowing the number of students before school actually starts as it helps a great deal with  preparation. 

First Day of School:  

The first day of school will be Wednesday, August 19th, with elementary students reporting to their classrooms and secondary students reporting to the new gym at 8:15 a.m.  Breakfast and hot lunch will be served and school will dismiss at 2:00 p.m.  Thursday, August 20th    will be a full day of school. Listen to the radio for any early dismissals due to heat.
Regular School Day Schedule:

Doors will be open at 7:50 a.m. with high school starting at 8:15 and elementary at 8:20.  Elementary will dismiss at 3:30 and secondary at 3:43. 

The sources we will use to notify people of any changes in our school time schedule will be.

1. KFAB Radio – 1110 AM Omaha

2. 107.9 FM – AM 84 Radio West Point

3. WOW  T– Channel 6 Omaha

4. KETV – Channel 7 Omaha
5. KMTV – Channel 3 Omaha
6. KTIV – Channel 4 Sioux City (www.ktiv.com)
Door Security: 

During the school hours of 8:00 a.m. to 4:00 P.M., outside entrance to the school buildings will be limited to two unlocked doors as follows:  west main lobby and north doors to breeze way. All doors will be operational for emergency exiting in all buildings.  The purpose of this procedure is to increase security measures for the Northeast School System.  Your cooperation will be appreciated. All visitors to the school are required to sign in and sign out in the Superintendent’s office.
Breakfast & Hot Lunch Program: 

An excellent breakfast & hot lunch program will be provided.  Menus will be published weekly in the Lyons-Mirror Sun and on our school website www.lyonsdecaturschool.org.

Breakfast is served from 7:50-8:15 a.m. The new prices for breakfast are; $1.25 for students and $2.00 for adults.  Lunch prices are; Pre-K $1.75, Grades K-3 $1.90; Grades 4-6 $2.00, Grades 7-12 $2.20, and adults $3.25.   An afternoon milk is available to grades K-6 and the cost is .35 cents.  Meals and milk tickets may be purchased at the Superintendent’s office as early as August 10, 2009 to help alleviate the back to school rush.  

A Free and Reduced Price School Meals Family Application is enclosed with this mailing.

Transportation:  

Bus and van transportation will be utilized to transport students to and from Decatur.  Pick up and Drop Off will be on the north side of the old Decatur school.  It will leave Decatur at 7:35 a.m. sharp.  Two buses are provided. There will be a van to transport both AM and PM preschool students from the Decatur center.  Preschool students are required to ride in a booster seat in the van. The AM van will transport students to the morning preschool session that runs from 8:00 AM to 11:30 AM.  This van will leave Decatur at 7:35 AM and will return at approximately 11:55 AM. The PM van will transport students to the afternoon preschool session that runs from Noon to 3:30 P.M. This van will leave Decatur at 11:35 A.M. and will return at approximately 3:55 P.M.

Parents driving their K-12 students to Decatur in the morning should drop their children off at the north set of doors.  Students may use the entry way by the gym to get out of inclement weather. 

Parents driving their children to Lyons in the morning should use Lincoln Street (the street between the school and the Ag building).  This will be used as a ONE WAY east drop off lane.  Drivers should enter Lincoln Street from 5th Street and exit on 6th Street.  This street will also be available after school to pick up students using the same format, going east from 5th Street to 6th on Lincoln Street.  Watch for children in the new cross walk on Lincoln Street during drop off and pickup. Do not use Lincoln Street between 8:15 A.M to 3:15 P.M.

Athletics:
The Northeast staff will be conducting a voluntary conditioning camp to help any student interested in improving their physical fitness and assist athletes in rounding out their summer programs to be ready for the start of fall camp. 

August 3rd – 7th – football preconditioning and August 11th – 15th volleyball preconditioning. The camp will run from 7:00 – 8:00 A.M. focusing on the condition of the participants. Football equipment checkout will be held the week of August 3rd -7th following conditioning camp. 
Students in grades 8-12 must have a sports physical if they plan to participate in extra-curricular athletic activities.
All physicals must be completed and turned in prior to participation in a school athletic activity.
The official start of the 2009 football season will be August 10th, 2009. For the first week (8/10-14), we will run a two-a-day schedule with the first session from 7:00-9:30 a.m. and the second session from 4:00-6:30 p.m. The practice schedule on August 17th and 18th is 6:30-8:15 a.m. and 4:00-6:30 p.m. as the coaches will be attending staff in-service days.  On Wednesday, August 19th (first day of school), we will practice from 2:15-5:00 P.M. 

The football soap scrimmage is set for Thursday, August 20th at 7:00 p.m.  We look forward to a great season and seeing everyone at the games!
Volleyball season officially begins on August 17th.  
Important Dates and Times for High School Volleyball:  

· Conditioning Week:  Monday, August 10 – Friday, August 14.  7:00 am – 8:00 am.  Shuttle will be available….Must sign up by Friday, August 7.  Call Wendy @ 687-2349  
· First Day of Fall Practice:  Monday, August 17.  6:30 am – 8:00 am.  4:00 pm – 6:30 pm.  (Shuttle will be available.  Please sign up on Friday, August 14.)  

· Tuesday, August 18 6:30 – 9:00 am.  And 4:00 pm – 6:30 pm.   

· Wednesday, August 19,  (First Day of School) 2:00 pm – 5:30 pm.
· Thursday, August 20, after school…4:00 pm – 6:30 pm.  if we dismiss due to the heat, we will practice from 2:00 – 5:30    

· Friday, August 21, after school…4:00 pm – 6:30 pm.  if we dismiss due to the heat, we will practice from 2:00 – 5:30.  

Thursday, August 27 = Soap Scrimmage @ 7:00 pm.  We will have practice directly after school for at least an hour.    Players need to be back @ gym @ 6:00 pm.  
 Activity Tickets: 

All students  may purchase an activity ticket for the 2009-2010 school year.  This ticket purchase assists the school activity programs to meet financial obligations such as supplies, uniforms, and equipment demands.  A student ticket will be $30.00, an adult ticket $50.00, and a Family Student Pass (three or more students) is $70.00. Senior Citizen Pass for those 65 or older are free and good for a lifetime, these may be obtained at the Superintendent’s Office. The school will keep a master list of activity tickets purchased and will not issue individual tickets.  

The admission for J.V./J.H. volleyball, football and basketball for adults/students is $1.00 per game.  Regular high school game admission is $5.00 for adults and $3.00 for students K-12 (note the change in adult price). Elementary students attending games must have parent/adult supervision.

School Insurance:

Student Assurance Services, Inc. will provide insurance for Northeast students.  Separate packages are offered for students involved in activities.  The school serves as a means of distribution of the student insurance.  All claims are to be worked through Student Assurance Services, Inc.  The insurance information will be sent home with the students the first day of school.

Physical Education:

Just a reminder that students need a pair of tennis shoes that they wear for indoor use only.  These do not need to be “new,”  but reserved for use on the gym floor only.   Please make sure shoes have non-marking soles.  
K-9th Physical Education Classes love to take advantage of nice weather and participate in many outdoor units and games.  Please make sure your students bring their outdoor shoes on days they may be wearing flip-flops or sandals.  Thanks!
Mileage:

Parents should fill in the number of miles they live from the center in their ward, on the emergency form sent home with their children the first day of school.   East ward to the Decatur Center and West Ward to the Lyons Center.  These forms are to be returned within a week. 

Nebraska School Law:  79-611 states mileage will be paid for students in grades K-12. Mileage is not paid for preschool students.


SCHOOL CALENDAR – ONLINE

You may access the most recent up to date calendar whenever you want as long as you have access to the Internet.  Simply access the school webpage (www.lyonsdecaturschools.org) and click on the icon that reads “Monthly School Calendars”; this is a direct link to Google.  This calendar is updated on a daily basis, whenever there are changes to the school calendar this is where you will find them.

                                  OR

If you have a Google account you can simply search for “LDNE Calendar” by logging into your account, click on “Calendar”, click on “show search options”, and type in “LDNE”.  You may then add this calendar to your calendars if you maintain a Google calendar.

                                  OR

If you maintain an iCal on a Macintosh you can simply search for this calendar through Google, go to Calendar Settings, and copy and paste the public iCal link into your iCal.

This is the quickest and easiest method of keeping yourself up to date with the many changes that occur throughout the school year.  If you have any questions about accessing the school calendar through the Internet please contact Doug Smith or Gary Loftis.
News from the Guidance Office:

Welcome back to a new school year full of opportunities for all of our students.  Your Northeast Guidance Office is ready to help our students and their parents, navigate the world of school and beyond.  Please call us if you have any questions, comments, or concerns.

ACT: The first ACT test of the year is scheduled for September 12th.  All students wishing to take this test must have their registration materials in the mail no later than August 7th.  The next test will be the traditional October test date, October 24th, with registration materials due no later that September 18th..  As always, the Guidance Office has a supply of registration materials and study aids, and the Guidance Office will review, if requested, the registration materials prior to mailing in order to avoid any mistakes.  The Guidance Office also has ACT preparation books and software available for student use.

ACT Testing Center: That’s right!  Lyons-Decatur Northeast High School is an official ACT Testing Center for the September, October, December, February, and April tests.  Our students will be able to test here, if they choose, by simply entering our test center code (209730) on their registration form. 

College Visits: Seniors and Juniors planning to continue their education beyond high school should be thinking about arranging a college campus visit.  Campus visits are an important part of selecting a college, and parents are encouraged to accompany their son or daughter whenever possible.  Campus visits are arranged through the Guidance Office.

College Fairs: On the subject of visiting colleges, a very good source of information on various colleges is attending a college fair.  Under one roof are representatives of many local, state, and national colleges and trade schools.  It is a fine opportunity for parents and/or students to obtain information and compare various schools.  Workshops are given on financial aid and financing a higher education.  The best part?  It’s all free!  Two of this year’s fairs will be held in Norfolk on September 27th and in South Sioux City on October 4th.  Contact the Guidance Office for more information. 

Senior Information Mailboxes: Each Senior has a box, located in the Guidance Office.  Information pertaining to scholarships, career interests, and college planning is being placed in the individual boxes on a regular basis for the students.  Seniors are encouraged to check their box on a weekly basis.

Scholarship Information: As scholarship information arrives, it is posted on the Guidance Office ANGEL page (LDNGO).  Seniors need to be proactive in searching for financial aid. 


Physical Examination:
This is to inform you of Nebraska State Legislation (LB 59) requiring all kindergarten, 7th grade and new students from out-of-state must have a physical examination and provide a signed health exam form. Also, State  Legislation requires all kindergarten students                                                                                 to also have eye exam.  Parents not wishing to have their children take a physical exam, may write a statement to that effect and present it to the school office in lieu of a physical examination.  Cost of the exam must be paid by the parent(s) or guardian of each child.  
Non-Discrimination Policy:

Lyons-Decatur Northeast School does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, national origin, gender disability, marital status or age in admission or access to, treatment of employment in its program’s activities.  If you feel you have been discriminated against or have inquires regarding grievance activities, or compliance

with Title VI, Title IX, or section 504, contact Fred Hansen, Superintendent, 400 South 5th , P. O. Box 526, Lyons, NE 68038.  Phone 402-687-2363.

Right of Privacy Notification:

 Northeast Public Schools plan to continue the policy of routinely releasing to news media and extra curricular activity programs information regarding students attending school.  This information may include the student’s name, age, height, weight, honors, parents’ name and other pertinent data.  Parents not wanting to have such information released involving their children should notify the Superintendent’s Office, PO Box 526, Lyons, NE  68038 within 10 days after publication of this newsletter.  If such a decision is not received, it will be considered that consent is given concerning release of such information.

Child Find/Special Services:

The Lyons-Decatur Northeast School requests your help in locating handicapped children.  The Federal Handicapped Children’s Act (PL 94-142) guarantees a free appropriate educational program  for all children between the ages of 0 and 21 years of age.  If you have a child, or know of any young person with special needs between 0-21 years of age who is not enrolled in an appropriate education program, please call 402-687-2363 or write to:  Fred Hansen, Lyons-Decatur Northeast School, P O Box 526, Lyons, NE  68038. 

Annual Notification of Asbestos Management Plan Availability: 

Federal regulations require all schools to inventory asbestos containing materials and develop management plans to identify and control asbestos containing materials in their buildings.

The presence of asbestos in a building does not mean that the health of building occupants is necessarily endangered.  As long as asbestos containing material remains in good condition and is not disturbed, exposure in unlikely.  
The plan is available for review in the school administrative office during normal business hours. At least once each six months periodic surveillance is being conducted on all asbestos containing material and suspect material assumed to contain asbestos.

A reinspection is being conducted every three years in all schools that have asbestos containing material. From time to time operations & maintenance activities may be conducted to maintain all material in good condition.  For more information please contact: Fred Hansen, Superintendent, at (402) 687-2363.

School Pictures:


Student pictures will be taken on Wednesday, August 26th  starting at 8:45 a.m. in the gym..  Pre-School pictures will be taken at 10:00 a.m. for the morning class and 1:00 p.m. for the afternoon class. Flyers will be sent home with students the first day of school.  





Does Your Child Need a Tutor?


The First Presbyterian Church of Lyons is offering free tutoring sessions after school on Tuesdays and Thursdays.  Tutoring will be from 3:30-5:00 PM on regular school days starting after Labor Day.  Transportation will be available to the church after school.  


 


Several volunteers are available to help students in 3rd through 6th grades.  Students may attend with parent or guardian permission. Teachers may recommend to parents that a student needs tutoring.  Permission forms are available from the child's teacher and secretary Wendy Phillips at school.  Parents or guardians are welcome to observe the group at any time.  For more information contact Mary Jane Bell at 402-687-2402.   








