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February/March 2012
ADT Select Link Alert System

By Fred Hansen, Superintendent

Lyons-Decatur Northeast began using the ADT Select Link Alert System last year as a “mass notification” system to quickly alert all parents of the district of any emergency changes that arise during the school year.  We use the system for events such as late starts, no school, or postponements most often due to weather.  The system works through a web-based computer system that makes about 340 phone calls in about 10 minutes.  It also sends out about 82 emails and text messages in the same time frame.  

We are limited in the number of families we can include in this system.  Therefore, we have limited it to school families.  Each school family can put in their home phone, cell phone, email address, and work phone.  Text messages are sent to the cell phone number.  If you are not currently in the system and would like to be included simply call 687-2363.
We appreciate your feedback on this new system.  I understand that you may not receive the phone call at an “appropriate” time for your family but I must consider all family schedules when making these calls.  Therefore, don’t be alarmed if you receive a very early morning or late evening call.

I will continue to place school closings or late starts on the television and radio stations to inform the general public of changes in the school schedule.  Those stations are listed below.  Therefore, if you feel you missed a call you can check the TV or radio for updates.  In most cases, the ADT Select Link system will be used first so the TV or radio announcements may not have the alert immediately after you get a phone call.   

The computer web-based software logs all calls and emails made for each alert.  Therefore, I am able to track whether your phone was answered or a phone message was delivered.  It also tracks text messages and emails.  The last few alerts identified about 30 unanswered phone calls.  Therefore, if you received the alert but not a phone call let the school know so we can attempt to fix this problem.

SCHOOL CLOSING INFO:
The sources we will use to notify people of any changes in our school time schedule will be…

1.    ADT – Early notification system
2 WOW  T– Channel 6 Omaha

3. KETV – Channel 7 Omaha

4. KMTV – Channel 3 Omaha

5. KTIV – Channel 4 Sioux City (www.ktiv.com)

6. 107.9 FM – AM 84 Radio West Point
Please listen to these stations for announcements.  Do not call the school or administrators’ homes as these phone lines are needed to contact stations and staff.  Your cooperation will be appreciated. 

CONFERENCE BASKETBALL TOURNAMENT

Wisner-Pilger is the host school for the 2011-12 East

Husker Conference Basketball Tournament.  The 
tournament begins on Saturday, January 28th and runs through Saturday February 4th.  
EAST HUSKER CONFERENCE ART SHOW:
Wisner-Pilger will also host the conference art show. The show will be open February 2nd through the 3rd during EHC basketball game times. 
Mid-Term Reports:  

Mid-Term reports in grades 7-12 are due on February 6th and will be available before parent-teacher conferences.  The next mid-term report will be April 20th. 
Parent-Teacher Conference: 

Parent – Teacher Conferences are scheduled for Thursday, February 9, 2012 from 3:00-8:00 p.m.  School will dismiss at 2:00 p.m.  There is no school on Friday, February 10th for staff development. 
Title 1 Parents Meeting:                         
Lyons-Decatur Northeast School is a school wide Title I program. This means that all K-6 students can be served by Title I. All elementary parents are invited to attend our annual Title I meeting. The meeting will allow time for parents to ask questions about the Title I program and provide input on possible changes for future services.  The meeting will be held on Thursday, February 9th in the Kindergarten classroom at 6:30 p.m., during our Second Semester Parent - Teacher Conferences.
NeSA  Testing

NeSA statewide tests reading, math and writing in grades 3-8 and 11 are administered in the spring. The tests measure the newly revised Nebraska standards and determined whether Nebraska students were proficient on standards.

NeSA Statewide Writing Test: 

Northeast will be giving the Statewide Writing Test as required by the Legislature and the State Department of Education.  This test will be given February 6th to the 4th, 8th and 11th grades.  

The 4th grade writing test consists of two 40 minute periods in which students will be given a prompt to write about.  The first day is for prewriting and making a first draft and the second day is for making a final copy in writing booklets provided by the state. 
 The 8th and 11th grade test is one 90 minute period done on computers. 
The writings will be given a rating from trained scorers, based on the Six Traits of Writing Model, from regional scoring sites. This information will be given to the state as part of the Reading/Writing/Listening/Speaking Standards that are being assessed locally.  Results will be shared with parents when they are available. 
MAPs Testing
Major Academic Progress tests math, reading, science and language in grades 2 through 11.  MAPs is administered three times a year; fall, winter and spring.  MAPs replaces the Terra Nova Achievement Tests, which was used as part of the school’s assessment evaluation.  

Call the guidance office (687-2184) or the principal’s office (687-2349) if you have any questions regarding assessments.
School Climate Survey: 

The elementary grades 2-6 and secondary grades 7-12 will be filling out school climate surveys to be used in the annual school report.  A copy will be available at the principal’s office for anyone who 
wishes to view it.
Annual Report Card

Included in the Feb/Mar newsletter is the Annual Report Card for the school district.   This provides patrons of the district with information on school district demographics, financial data, state standards assessment and ACT scores, transportation, facilities, goals, curriculum, enrollment, and faculty size.

The newsletter and calendar are available on our school web site:  www.lyonsdecaturschool.org and also in the main office.

Burt County Spelling Bee:

Lyons-Decatur is hosting the Burt County Spelling Contest on Tuesday, February 21st beginning at 9:00 a.m.  Contestants in grades 5-8 from all Burt County Schools will be participating. Spectators are welcome.
Speech:
The speech season has gotten underway once again.  Returning members are Brittney Petersen, Molly Phillips, Audel Salazar, Jesse Smith, Sydnee Brehmer, Miranda Davis, David Maldonado, and Heidi Miller.  New members are Peter Hassebrook and Corey McCullock.  

The season started at North Bend on January 21, with Jesse Smith placing 5th in humorous prose and Audel Salazar and Jesse Smith placing 5th in duet acting. 

The remaining speech meets are


Jan. 28 at Logan View 


Feb. 4 at Guardian Angels Central Catholic


Feb. 18 Lyons Triangular


Feb. 25 Conference at Oakland Craig

Mar 15 Districts at Oakland-Craig


Mar 22-23 State at Kearney
Pom Pon Try-outs:

Pom Pon try-out practices will begin March 12th, 13th,   14th, 16th and 19th at 7:00 a.m. each morning, with try-outs on March 19th at 4:00 p.m. 

8th grade through 11th grade girls are encouraged to tryout.  If you have any questions about cost and time commitment of a pom pon member, please email Tammy Brehmer @ tammy@brehmer.com .
Try out permission forms can be picked up at the principal’s office after March 5th.

Spring Play:

Mark your calendars! Spring play will be Friday, April 13th at 7PM. Auditions and practices will begin the first or second week of March. Students will be doing a fundraiser sometime before then to raise money for costumes and a theater set. If you wish to not purchase anything, but still would like to make a 
donation, please send your money to: 
LDNE Drama Club
P O Box 526

Lyons, NE 68038

Stay tuned for our play of choice and fundraiser!

Thanks to all who support the LDNE Drama Club!

Northeast Music Department News

NORTHEAST ENJOYS BLUE MAN 

Twenty-four LDNE students and parents had the pleasure of attending the Blue Man Group performance on January 22nd at the Orpheum Theater in Omaha.  The Blue Man Group performance was part of the music department’s annual trek to see a world-class performance.  Last year 54 LDNE folks attended a performance of “Wicked” the musical.  What will we see next year?  I guess you will have to wait and see.

Honor Bands/Choirs

Its officially honor band and choir season in the Nebraska music world.  The following students have either been nominated or auditioned for an honor ensemble this semester.

Class D All-State Band-Heidi Miller Auditioned (result is pending)

University of Nebraska Omaha Honor Choir-James Granay and Katelyn Petersen auditioned and made the Mixed Choir

Blair Middle School Honor Band-Martin Long, Brent Miller, Amelia Schlichting, Jessie Mutum, and Jacob Nelson have all been nominated (results are pending)

York Middle School Honor Band-Martin Long, Brent Miller, and Amelia Schlichting were nominated and will be accepted.

Rockestra

Twenty-three LDNE students, staff, and parents are planning on attending the February 4th performance of the Sioux City Rockestra.  The theme for the night is “Planes, Trains and Automobiles.”  The Northeast Music Department attends at least one Sioux City Rockestra performance every school year.  If you would like more information check the LDNE website sometime in the close future for an article.

Upcoming LDNE Performances

Winter Recital (Tuesday, February 28 at 7 p.m.)-For those that like to experience solos and small ensembles, this is the recital for you.  Building upon the success of the Fall Recital, the Winter Recital should prove to be a great experience for students and attendees.  Any music 5-12 band student or 7-12 choir student can perform at the recital.  Depending on the number of participants, the Winter Recital will take place either in the music room or in the new gym.

Wayne State College Middle School Music Festival (Tuesday, March 6th all day)-All Northeast Jr. High music students will be participating in the 2012 Music Festival.  The purpose of the day is help further develop students’ musical skills while and to give students a chance to perform individually, in a small ensemble, and in a large ensemble atmosphere for a judge’s ratings.  

Chili Supper/Concert

The Music Department and Music Boosters will be teaming up to hold our annual Chili Supper and Concert on March 6, 2012 at 6:30 in the small gym.  The chili supper portion will be all-you-can-eat chili, vegetables, dessert, and drink.   The concert portion will feature all of the Jr. High and High School music ensembles.  Admission is $5 and all of the funds raised go to supporting music education at LDNE.  See you there!

2012 Lyons-Decatur Northeast Honor Band Festival

Get ready Lyons-Decatur!  On March 17th our school is going to be taken over by young musicians.   That’s right.  Lyons-Decatur Northeast will be holding its first elementary band festival.  The festival consists of a fifth grade band, sixth grade band, and a percussion ensemble.   Currently over 170 fifth and sixth graders from 13 Nebraska schools are scheduled to attend.  The day is sponsored by the Northeast Music Boosters and will consist of rehearsals culminating with a final concert.  The Music Boosters are looking for volunteers to help with everything.  If you are able to help out on March 16th (for set up) or March 17, please contact John Mayo at 402-687-2363 or e-mail at jmayo@esu2.org.

News from the Guidance Office:

Financial Aid Forms:  The Free Application for Student Aid (FAFSA) forms are available on-line and in the Guidance Office.  Help is available locally for the process of filling out these forms. 

ACT: 

The traditional time for ACT testing for juniors is April.  This year, the test is scheduled for April 14th.  The registration materials, available through the Guidance Office, must be postmarked by March 9th, 2012.

Scholarship Information:

As scholarship information arrives, it is posted in the Guidance Office.  Seniors need to be proactive in searching for financial aid. The list of local scholarships was given to the seniors in early January, and is posted on the Guidance Office’s Angel web site. Parents can access through their child’smyElearning/Angelaccount   www.ld.myelearning.org . Your student must log in for you to gain access.  Contact Paul Wantz at 687-2184 if you need more information.
Kindergarten Round-Up: 

Kindergarten Round-Up will be held on Friday, May 4th at 2:00 P.M.  There will be no regular Kindergarten class this day.  We are currently compiling a list for next year’s Kindergarten class and we want to make sure we include everyone.  If you are new to the district or this is your first child, we may not have your child’s name so please call the school so we can put them on the list.  We are looking for children who are 5 years old before July 31st, 2012.  (The district will no longer offer part-time kindergarten due to the change of kindergarten entrance age enacted by the Nebraska legislature.) If you have a child in that age group and know that you are not going to send them to school next year, please let the school know also.  Please bring your child’s birth certificate and a record of your child’s shots with you on May 4th.

Pre-School Round-Up

Pre-School Round-Up will be Thursday, May 17th at 1:00 pm. Please call the school if you have a child who is or will be 3 or 4 years old on or before July 31st 2012.

How can I help our school get free stuff from Campbell’s Soup and Box Tops for Education?

Our school continues to collect Campbell’s Soup labels and Box Tops for Education. You can send any of these items with your student or drop off at the office. We usually make these submissions at the end of the school year.

Campbell’s Soup – please include the UPC found on the label (see logo to the left). If you can trim the labels, that helps a ton. You can register at labelsforeducation.com and receive notices about new products, recipes and opportunities to earn more label points. Points are used to purchase equipment and learning materials for the school.

Box Tops for Education – please make sure the box top is not expired or the expiration date is not cut off. Also, these can be trimmed. You can also register on boxtops4education.com. You will receive special offers/coupons, chances to enter contests that can help our school earn more, and gain access to online stores that reward our school with points. The school earns 10 cents for every box top submitted, so they can really add up!

Our school relies on these programs for the little things we can provide the students and your help is greatly appreciated. If you have any questions, you can contact Wendy Phillips at the school or parent volunteer Kim Preston. 
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STUDENT RESEARCH THROUGH DATABASES:

Northeast students are encouraged to use online databases when conducting research.  Oftentimes, information found with databases may be more reliable than World Wide Web information because sources are based on printed materials, such as books or magazines.  The databases available to Northeast students may be accessed from school, home or public library computers having Internet access.

Info Trac Student Database (http://infotrac.galegroup.com/itweb/lyon49842) 

offers access to full-text articles appearing in magazines such as Time or Newsweek and reference books such as encyclopedias, dictionaries and almanacs.

Nebraska Access (http://www.nlc.state.ne.us/nebraskaccess/) is made available to Nebraska libraries and Nebraska residents by the Nebraska Library Commission.  Northeast has access to Wilson magazines (online full-text articles), Wilson biographies (online biographical articles), WorldCat and First Search (access to books and other items for interlibrary loan), Kiplinger (business articles), and Books in Print (online reviews of best sellers and new books).  

In order to gain access to these database services, students must stop by the high school library to obtain user IDs and passwords.  However, any resident of Nebraska may enter the NebraskAccess “Home/Work” site with a valid Nebraska driver’s license number to conduct research.

Students may also find it helpful to visit Landmark’s Citation Machine (http://landmark-project.com/citation_machine/index.php) to assist in citing sources for their bibliographies.  

New Yearbook includes all grades!


Yearbooks will go on sale from February 1st to March 2nd. The theme and cover have been chosen thanks to Mrs. Seagren’s Graphic Design Class. Vanessa Peterson had the winning cover “Every Sticky Has a Story.” The yearbook staff is excited about the 100 page all color book that we will have. Included in this year’s book will be all the students at LDNE, preschool through 12. Yearbooks will cost $40.00 and you may pay the office, a yearbook staff member or Mrs. Sharp.








