February/March 2010
WINTER GRIP OF 2010: by Fred Hansen
This winter cold snap with all the snow has presented many difficulties for everyone getting around on roads which are slick, foggy, have poor visibility and are piled high with snow drifts.  I appreciate all the efforts of the road crews in our towns and in the country who work tirelessly very late into the night and early in the morning to attempt to provide as safe of conditions as is possible on our roads.  The power company crews have also been called upon to repair service to those without power.  It seems it has been about 10 days straight in which we have not seen the sun in our area of Nebraska.  Nevertheless, I have seen many adults and students who have “weathered this storm” and have not been adversely influenced by these harsh conditions.  It is with pride that I can say we live with great neighbors in our neck of the woods and I feel blessed by those who lend a hand when circumstances call for it.  It you get a chance, let these folks know how much we appreciate their service to our communities.   

SCHOOL CLOSING INFO:
The sources we will use to notify people of any changes in our school time schedule will be…

       107.9 FM – AM 84 Radio West Point

KFAB Radio – 1110 AM Omaha       

WOW  T– Channel 6 Omaha

KETV – Channel 7 Omaha

KMTV – Channel 3 Omaha

KTIV – Channel 4 Sioux City (www.ktiv.com)

Please listen to these stations for announcements.  Do not call the school or administrators’ homes as these phone lines are needed to contact stations and staff.  Your cooperation will be appreciated. 

Annual Report Card

Included in the Feb/Mar newsletter is the Annual Report Card for the school district.   This provides patrons of the district with information on school district demographics, financial data, state standards assessment and ACT scores, transportation, facilities, goals, curriculum, enrollment, and faculty size.
The newsletter and calendar are available on our school web site:  www.lyonsdecaturschool.org and also in the main office.
CONFERENCE BASKETBALL TOURNAMENT

North Bend is the host school for the 2009-10 East Husker Conference Basketball Tournament.  The 
finals for the tournament begin on Thursday, February 4th and runs through Saturday February 6th.  Game times to be announced. 
East Husker Conference Art Show:

North Bend will also host the conference art show. The show will be open February 4th through the 6th during EHC basketball game times. 
Mid-Term Reports:  

Mid-Term reports in grades 7-12 are due on February 9th and will be available before parent-teacher conferences.  The next mid-term report will be April 16th. 
Parent-Teacher Conference: 

Parent – Teacher Conferences are scheduled for Thursday, February 11, 2010 from 3:00-8:00 p.m.  School will dismiss at 2:00 p.m.  There is no school on Friday, February 12th for staff development. 
Title 1 Parents Meeting:                         
Lyons-Decatur Northeast School is a schoolwide Title I program. This means that all K-6 students can be served by Title I. All parents are invited to attend our annual Title I meeting. The meeting will allow time for parents to ask questions about the Title I program and provide input on possible changes for future services.  The meeting will be held on Thursday, February 11th in the Kindergarten classroom at 6:30 p.m., during our Second Semester Parent - Teacher Conferences.
EDLINE  (Online Grades at LDNE!!)

Parents can  access student grades over the internet.  LDNE has a program that allows parents to view their student grades, over the internet.  

At the February 11th Parent-Teachers Conferences, we will have a computer station set up so parents can get questions answered about the Edline internet grade viewing program.  Mr. Loftis will help you activate your code if needed!  In only a few minutes, a parent can be activated and familiarized with the basics of Edline.  You can find Mr. Loftis in the new gym.

Edline can be accessed by going to www.edline.net  or by accessing the Lyons-Decatur homepage (www.lyonsdecaturschools.org ) and clicking on the Edline button. This powerful program is being used across the US and internationally by parents and is a great tool for communication.
Burt County Spelling Bee:

The Burt County spelling contest will be at the Northeast Gym in Lyons on Tuesday, February 16th beginning at 9:00.  Contestants in grades 5-8 from all Burt County Schools will be participating. Spectators are welcome.
Statewide Writing Test: 

Northeast will be giving the Statewide Writing Test as required by the Legislature and the State Department of Education.  This test will be given during the first week of February to the 4th, 8th and 11th grades. The writing test consists of two 40 minute periods in which students will be given a prompt to write about.  The first day is for prewriting and making a first draft and the second day is for making a final copy in writing booklets provided by the state.  The writings will be given a rating from trained scorers, based on the Six Traits of Writing Model, from regional scoring sites.   This information will be given to the state as part of the Reading/Writing/Listening/Speaking Standards that are being assessed locally.  Results will be shared with parents when they are available. 
News from the Elementary Music Department: 
Eight students from the 5th and 6th grade at Lyons-Decatur NE School will be attending the Sing Around Nebraska Festival Day at Columbus High School on Feb. 20, 2010.  They have been preparing several pieces of music that will be used on Festival Day. The students will spend the entire day singing with 170 other 5th and 6th graders from nearby schools. The students attending from NE will be: Shyanne French, Kelsey Payton, Taylor Sparks, Paige McManigal, Brent Miller, Jessie Mutum, Blair Preston and Bren Shatto.  The fees for this day were paid by the Music Boosters group of Lyons-Decatur Northeast School.
The students will present a concert at 4 PM in the Columbus HS Auditorium. This concert will be open to the public, but there will be a minimal fee to attend.

Speech:
As the snow continues to pile up around us, the Lyons-Decatur Northeast Speech Team is busy preparing for a productive season of exceptional speeches. The team will start their season in North Bend on January 23rd followed by Logan View on the 30th of the month. On February 6th we will travel to Bancroft Rosalie. Following up regular season competition with a meet at West Point Public on February 20th. The Cougars are pumped about hosting the Northeast Conference this year as well. Make sure to mark you calendars for February 27th and come to listen to these exceptional orators as they take on some of the best teams in the state. We will also be hosting a fine arts night (date to be determined) in which we will be raffling off some beautiful art pieces that were donated by Linda Wray Burgess, formerly from Lyons. These pieces depict rural St. Johns Church as well as a set of oil paintings that show downtown Lyons in the early 1900's. Please come see these fine young citizens as they raffle, entertain, and show off their Cougar Pride.

Pom Pon & Cheerleading Try-outs:

Pom Pon try-outs will begin March 15th-22nd.  Cheer auditions will begin March 23rd-29th before school.  8th grade through 11th grade girls are encouraged to tryout.  If you have any questions about cost and time commitment of a cheerleader, please email Mrs. Mace at kmace@esu2.org.

Secondary Achievement Tests: 

Grades 7, 8 and 11 are tested in standardized – norm referenced assessments. The Terra Nova Achievement Tests (standardized testing) will be given to 7th, 8th and 11th grade students during the week of March 22nd  through 26th. These scores will be used as part of the school’s assessment evaluation with criterion referenced – classroom assessments to measure student success in core subjects and in the state standards of writing.  

Call the guidance office (687-2184) or the principal’s office (687-2349) if you have any questions regarding  assessments.
Elementary Achievement Tests:

The 2nd thru 6th grades will be taking the Terra Nova Achievement Tests March 22nd  through 26th.   A note will be sent home with more information as the time gets closer.  

Spring Play:
The spring play this year will be May 7th and 8th.  We will be looking at doing another musical.  Right now I am looking at either a pirate theme or possibly the well known musical, "The Music Man".  I will be hoping to include younger cast members from grade school and possibly JH as well.  Auditions will begin about the 3rd or 4th week of March.  Practices will begin immediately before and after school.
I would like to have an actual band ensemble for the music portion of the play.  If you still play your instrument give me a call at school or send me an email.  Let me know what instrument you play and what times and days it would be best for you to practice. Mr. Mayo has also said he is interested in helping with the music portion of the play so I can spend more time with the stage work!
Thanks,Mrs.Mace
kmace@esu2.org

SECONDARY MUSIC DEPARTMENT:
Happy New Year!  Second semester is well on its way and before we know it we will be wondering where it went.  Second semester will prove to be an exciting and busy one for the LDNE music department.   

Music Chili Feed Fundraiser 

The Annual Chili Feed Fundraiser will be held on March 9th in the old gym.   You are invited to enjoy our mouth watering chili.  The talented High School Chorus, High School Band, Jr. High Chorus, Jr. High Band, and other solo/small ensembles will be performing.  Please show your support for the LDNE music program and its students by being in attendance. 

New Events

The music student leadership teams have been working hard planning a few extra events that act as fundraisers for the music department while providing a service to the school and community.  The events are as follows:

WHAT:  High School Sweet Heart Dance
WHEN:  Saturday February 13 9 p.m.-Midnight

WHO:  9-12 graders

COST:  $5/student

Where:  LDNE Old Gym

Info:  A Breathalyzer test will be administered to every student before they are allowed to enter the dance.

WHAT:  Community Talent Show
WHEN:  Saturday March 27th 6 p.m.

WHO:  Anybody and Everybody

COST:  $5/student and $5/entry

Where:  LDNE 

Info:  Entries of all ages, genres, and towns are encouraged to participate.  Prizes will be awarded for first, second, and third place.  Deadline for entries is March 19th.    Please sign up in the LDNE Office.

Music Boosters

The 2009-2010 school year has meant new beginnings for the LDNE Music Boosters.  After several years without meeting, the Music Boosters are now alive and kicking. The Northeast Music Boosters are a parent-led organization whose purpose is to support the Lyons-Decatur Northeast music program.  This organization strives to support the music program through fundraising, volunteering, and anyway needed.  The Boosters are always looking for new members who are willing to lend a helping hand.  Our next meeting is Tuesday February 15 at 6:00 p.m. in the music room. Topics that will be discussed include the Upcoming Chili Feed, student events, and many other items.  If you are passionate about music at LDNE please join us!

School Climate Survey: 
The elementary grades 2-6 and secondary grades 7-12 will be filling out school climate surveys to be used in the annual school report.  A copy will be available at the principal’s office for anyone who wishes to view it. 
Kindergarten Round-Up: 
Kindergarten Round-Up will be held on Friday, April 16th at 2:00 P.M.  The regular Kindergarten class will have school this day.  We are currently compiling a list for next years Kindergarten class and we want to make sure we include everyone.  If you are new to the district or this is your first child, we may not have your child’s name so please call the school so we can put them on the list.  We are looking for children who are 5 years old before October 15th 2010.  If you have a child in that age group and know that you are not going to send them to school next year, please let the school know also.  Please bring your child’s birth certificate and a record of your child’s shots with you on April 16th.

News from the Guidance Office:

Financial Aid Forms:  The Free Application for Student Aid (FAFSA) forms are available on-line and in the Guidance Office.  Help is available locally for the process of filling out these forms. 

ACT: 
The traditional time for ACT testing for Juniors is April.  This year, the test is scheduled for April 10th.  The registration materials, available through the Guidance Office, must be postmarked by March 5th, 2010.

Scholarship Information:
As scholarship information arrives, it is posted in the Guidance Office.  Seniors need to be proactive in searching for financial aid. The list of local scholarships was given to the seniors in early January, and is posted on the Guidance Office’s Angel web site. Parents can access through their  child’smyElearning/Angelaccount   www.ld.myelearning.org . Your student must log in for you to gain access.  Contact Paul Wantz at 687-2184 if you need more information.

STUDENT RESEARCH THROUGH DATABASES:
Northeast students are encouraged to use online databases when conducting research.  Oftentimes, information found with databases may be more reliable than World Wide Web information because sources are based on printed materials, such as books or magazines.  The databases available to Northeast students may be accessed from school, home or public library computers having Internet access.

Info Trac Student Database (http://infotrac.galegroup.com/itweb/lyon49842) 
offers access to full-text articles appearing in magazines such as Time or Newsweek and reference books such as encyclopedias, dictionaries and almanacs.

Nebraska Access (http://www.nlc.state.ne.us/nebraskaccess/) is made available to Nebraska libraries and Nebraska residents by the Nebraska Library Commission.  Northeast has access to Wilson magazines (online full-text articles), Wilson biographies (online biographical articles), WorldCat and First Search (access to books and other items for interlibrary loan), Kiplinger (business articles), and Books in Print (online reviews of best sellers and new books).  

In order to gain access to these database services, students must stop by the high school library to obtain user IDs and passwords.  However, any resident of Nebraska may enter the NebraskAccess “Home/Work” site with a valid Nebraska driver’s license number to conduct research.

Students may also find it helpful to visit Landmark’s Citation Machine (http://landmark-project.com/citation_machine/index.php) to assist in citing sources for their bibliographies.  Direct links to all sites mentioned are provided on the High School Library’s webpage.
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Financial


2008-09 affiliated levy
$1.080867 per $100 valuation


Per pupil cost 2008-09
$12,652.54 ADM


Total 2008-09 Budget
$4,317,000



Expenditures:
Instruction
52%




Support Services
19%




Operations/Maintenance
10%




Transportation
4%




State/Federal/Adult Ed.
7%




Cash Reserve
8%



Revenues:
Cash Balance
26%




Local/County
5%




State
14%




Federal
4%




Property Taxes
51%

Demographic


Lyons-Decatur Northeast is classified as a Class III accredited school by the Nebraska State Department of Education. The school district is comprised of 143.0 square miles with Burt County having 115.7 square miles, Cuming 3.2, and Thurston 24.1.  There is one educational center at Lyons providing instruction in grades  Pre K-6 and 7-12. This is the second year for the pre-school grant from the state.


The Nebraska School Activities Association has classified Northeast as a D-1 high school for participation in state sponsored extra-curricular activities. We are a member of the East Husker Conference, which includes the following schools: Logan View, North Bend, Oakland-Craig, Pender, Scribner-Snyder, Stanton, Tekamah-Herman, West Point, and Wisner-Pilger.




                                                       State Average     District Average 

Students receiving free and reduced meals 

38.35%

44.07%

Special Education




15.21%

21.20%

English Language Learners



  6.31% 

       0%

Mobility rate




12.02%

  12.00%


Attendance
94.84%                    95.03%

Graduation Rate
89.74%
                 100.00%

State Standards Assessment

     The quality of the district’s assessment instrument was ranked by the state and how well students performed.  The quality of the assessment directly influences the ratings of students meeting standards.

     Northeast received an exemplary rating for the quality of the math assessments and for the reading assessments.  Percent of students passing Math, Writing and Reading.

(All students included)

(2008-2009)

     GRADE
STATE AVERAGE

DISTRICT AVERAGE

      4th Math
      95.5%


        100%

      8th Math
      91.86%

        100%

     11th Math      
      89.97%
                          94.74%

      4Th Writing
      90.03%                                            94.12%

      8th Writing
      94.57%
                          100%

     11th Writing                  93.98%
                          100%

      4th Reading
      94.85%

         94.44%

      8th Reading      
      95.22%

        100%

    11th Reading
      91.54%
                          100%

Transportation


Number of students transported (Avg.)
64


Number of students transported by mandate
1


Number of families paid for transportation
25


Transportation costs
$164,413

Facilities

Main building constructed in 1907

       Additions in 1930, 1950, 1963, 1978, 1996

Target Goals
“Empower all students to achieve”

We Believe…

…All people have strengths.

…all people can lean.

…education must adapt to societal needs.

…learning is a lifelong process.

…all people benefit from a safe, positive, and respectful environment.

…education is a cooperative responsibility of students, families, school and community.

…all people need to develop foundational skill.

We challenge you to excel academically and prepare yourself for the future.  We encourage you to participate in our activity program to grow physically, emotionally, and socially.  Your success at L-DN lies in your effort and involvement, you will be faced with challenges, experience success and encounter setbacks.  In each instance you will learn valuable lessons for life.  You will be challenged to set your goals, make a commitment, and work hard to achieve.  The faculty and administration are all here to encourage and assist all students.  In everything you do, do your best.


Northeast is involved in an ongoing school improvement program review of the targeted goals by a local/external team. The school is continually coordinating state standards with the curriculum and statewide assessment of reading and writing.
 Curriculum

Curriculum is evaluated and updated annually by school staff.

Individual Education Programs (IEP) are developed and written by parents and teachers for all students verified in Special Education Programs.  Northeast participates in the Stars Assessment curriculum for English, Reading, Writing and Math and also is involved in an Accelerated Reading Program.

Faculty


Number of professional staff
26.5


Professional staff with a Master's Degree
7


Professional staff with hours past a Bachelor's Degree
15

Professional staff with a Bachelor’s Degree
6


Average years of experience in this system
12
Number of teaching days
176


Number of professional development days
9


Average salary
$38,786

      Teachers are evaluated at least one time each year using the written evaluation plan and procedure approved by the Board.  All probationary teachers are evaluated once each semester for three years..

LYONS-DECATUR NORTHEAST ELEMENTARY

Students

Pre-School Enrollment
21


Total K through 6 Enrollment
119


Grade
K
1
2
3
4
5
6
Total



20
10
13
19
18
25
13
118



Contracted out
1

Average Class size
17

Pupil-Classroom Teacher Ratio:


General Education
12-1


Special Education*
20-1


Title 1
School Wide Program

*Special Education students are also in general education classes. 

Student Surveys


95% of students like to attend school.

  
99% of students feel their teacher makes school interesting.


99% of students indicated their teacher cares for them.
Student Achievement


Terra Nova Achievement Tests (National Percentile)


Grade
3
4
5
6


Content Area


Reading
59
69
66
55


Math
62
64
76
58


Social Studies
61
65
68
61


Science
53
64
64
55


Criterion Referenced Tests in grade 1-6 were administered at the conclusion of  chapters or units of study.

Technology


All students in grades K-6 have access to classroom computers and computer lab adjacent to library. Each classroom is provided with Internet access and a local network.

Instructional Time

99% of the school year was provided for instructional time.


(Field trips, assemblies, academic competitions, health screening, etc. are not computed in the total instructional time.)

Parent Surveys

Parent-Teacher Conferences occurred once each semester.


93.3% of the parents characterize the quality of education as average to excellent.


93.3% of the parents feel personal attention is given to their child.


93.3% of the parents characterize discipline as fair and consistent.

LYONS-DECATUR NORTHEAST SECONDARY

Students

Total Secondary Enrollment
135


Grade
7
8
9
10
11
12
Total



19
16
25
19
38
17
134




Contracted out
1

Pupil-Classroom Teacher Ratio:


General Education
11-1


Special Education
20-1

Student Surveys

88% of students characterize the quality of education as average to excellent.


81% of students describe the standards set by teachers as about right to difficult.


70% of students characterize discipline as fair and consistent. 

Required Credits

English
40


Math
20


Science
30


Social Studies
35


Vocational Education
10


Personal Health and Fitness
10


Speech
5


Required credits for graduation
230


Average number of credits of graduating class
269.7

Course Offerings

Number of course offerings grades 7-8
19


Number of course offerings grades 9-12
65


Number of instructional units required by State Department  9-12
340


Number of instructional units offered
530


Language Arts
65


Social Sciences
50


Math
60


Science
70


Foreign Language
30


Vocational Education/Practical Arts
180


Health and Physical Education
25


Visual and Performing Arts
50

College Credits


Dual Credit Program: Physics, Music Appreciation & English Comp.                                                            

Distance Learning


Family Living
10 credits

Technology


All students have access to the distance learning center and computers equipped with Internet and a local network.
Achievement

Junior high students on honor roll
64%


High school students on honor roll
49%

Assessment Testing: Achievement/Proficiency

Terra Nova National School Norms

Junior High
2008-09

2007-08

2006-07





Content Area:


Composite
64

67.5

66




Reading

71

63.5

63
    



Language Arts
64

64

68


Math

61
                66.75

68

Science

70
                56
                49


Social Studies
65
                66.85

70





11th Grade
2008-09

2007-08

2006-07





Content Area:



Composite
67

57

59



Reading

60

49

63



Language Arts
55

46

55



Math

72

55

68



Science

60

53

54



Social Studies
51

51

55




ACT: The ACT is the primary college entrance exam administered to high school students. Most college-bound seniors and a select group of juniors take it voluntarily, usually in October and April. Last year, 68% of the Northeast seniors took the exam. That is a very high percentage when compared to the national average of 39%.


Composite Scores   

06-07
07-08
08-09



Northeast

22.2
22.0
21.4


Nebraska

22.1
22.1
22.1


United States

21.2
21.1
21.1


English

06-07
07-08
08-09


Northeast

20.8
21.5
21.8


Nebraska

21.8
21.8
21.9


United States

20.7
20.6
20.6


Math

06-07
07-08
08-09


Northeast

23.0
22.3
21.9


Nebraska

21.8
21.8
21.8


United States

21.0
21.0
21.0


Reading

06-07
07-08
08-09

            Northeast

21.9
22.1
21.5




Nebraska

22.4
22.5
22.5


United States

21.5
21.4
21.4


Science Reasoning

06-07
07-08
08-09


Northeast

22.6
21.3
19.7


Nebraska

21.9
21.9
22.0


United States

21.0
20.8
20.9
Graduates


Percentage receiving scholarship
62.5%
Amount of scholarships earned
$69,688.20

Pursuing post-high school education


Four-year college
56%


Two-year college
31%


Armed Services
0%


Employment
13%

Parent Surveys


96% of the parents characterize the quality of education as average to excellent.


92% of the parents feel the “1 to 1” Mac computer initiative has enhanced student    learning opportunities.


87.5% of the parents characterize discipline as about right to strict.




Thank You Steiny’s General Store for supplying the popcorn for the concession stand this year!








