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Notes from the Administration: 
Best wishes to all for a joyous Christmas season and a wonderful New Year.
Notification of School Schedule Changes: 
The sources we will use to notify people of any changes in our school time schedule will be…
1. ADT – early notification system

2. 107.9 FM – AM 84 Radio West Point

3. WOW T– Channel 6 Omaha

4. KETV – Channel 7 Omaha
5. KMTV – Channel 3 Omaha
6. KTIV – Channel 4 Sioux City (www.ktiv.com)

We will again use the ADT early notification system this winter, along with the other methods of communication listed above.    Your caller I.D. will show a school number or 281-207-4890. Please notify us if you need to change the number or method you have previously chosen or want to add a number.
Dress Warm:

As the weather turns cold, elementary students are encouraged to bring hats, gloves and boots to school as we will be going outside for recess whenever possible.

Parent Reminder
Barricades are placed on the northeast side and east side in the driveway near the playground.  These were put in place to keep children safe on the playground before, during, and after school.  PLEASE DO NOT DRIVE AROUND the barricades to pick up your child by the locker room doors.  The driveway should be used only for school personnel and deliveries.
All visitors must sign in at the Superintendent’s Office, when entering the school building. 

All parents need to come to the front office to report in.  Parents are not allowed to go to classrooms unless a meeting has been previously set up, or you are directed by office staff to go to classroom.  If you need to drop something off for your child, leave it in the office for pickup by your child.

 

High School students arriving prior to 8:00 a.m. and do not have a morning activity, must remain in the lobby.  You may only go to classrooms if it is pre-approved by the teacher.  You may not go to the gym to sit as practices may be occurring.

 

Elementary and high school students may not be in the building for any reason after school unless you are in a sponsored activity. 
Parents who are picking up a student(s) for illness, appointment or any reason can pick them up at the front office.  We ask that a note be sent ahead of time or a phone call to the principal’s office early enough to get the student(s) ready.
Supporting our U.S. Troops, 

by Marti Potadle

The Northeast Elementary had a phone card drive to encourage parents and students to think about all the U.S. troops who will be away from their families during the upcoming holiday seasons.  We collected one $5 phone card and collected $150 to use towards the purchase of phone cards.  Along with that, students were asked to make cards and write letters to the troops.  We made 56 cards and letters that will be sent to those serving our country. Thank you so much to all those who contributed.  I'm sure your contributions will be appreciated.  

Elementary Music, by Mrs. Dot Connealy
A little bit of everything, that's what you'll hear when you come to the elementary Christmas Concert at Lyons-Decatur NE gym on Dec. 15th at 7 PM.   Some of our songs are new and some are old favorites we'd like to hear again. The concert will start with "Shout!" and end with "Merry Christmas Time."  In between all grades will present a song or two that we hope will entertain and delight you.  As we always say: Please come! Sit back and enjoy the merriment of listening to grades Kindergarten through Sixth sing and proclaim their joy for the season. You are the most important part of the event to us, so please plan on saving this date to be at Lyons-Decatur NE gym:  Thursday, Dec. 15th, 2011 at 7 PM.          

Northeast Music 

By John Mayo, Director of Music

HOLIDAY CONCERT-You are cordially invited to our Secondary Christmas Concert which takes part on December 20th at 7:00 p.m.  Come on out with the family and support Northeast music students while enjoying some holiday music.

Music Website:  The music department has been keeping busy.  Because of this we are consistently updating the music part of the school website.  Be sure to log on to www.lyonsdecaturschools.org, then click on activities and then click on music to see our articles that include the latest videos, pictures and events!


State Testing Requirements: 
All schools in Nebraska will continue with state testing as required by LB 812.  This year we will again assess reading and math (grades 3-8 & 11) through the NeSA computerized statewide test.  Writing assessments (grades 4 & 8) will be given January 24th – February 11th, 2012. 
State Writing Average for Northeast:

Nebraska Statewide Writing Assessment February 2011
Percentage of Students Proficient

           Northeast           State

8th         86                    90

4th grade writing tests taken, but small class results are masked. State of the schools report can be viewed at the Nebraska Department of Education website www.education.ne.gov.

DIBELS

By Rachel Dolezal, Title I Coordinator 

DIBELS stands for Dynamic Indicators of Early Literacy Skills.  Through the three DIBELS testing measures, reading fluency, comprehension and phonemic awareness, I have been able to determine an early literacy skills baseline for all students in
Grades K-6.  The results are used to evaluate individual student development.  Through students’ test scores the Title I teacher has targeted the students to receive interventions that aide in reading comprehension, fluency, and phonemic awareness.  To ensure growth, progress monitoring is done 
weekly.  Students that have achieved the set goal are then integrated back into the regular classroom.  

Northeast Post Prom
By Lori Riecken
All 9th and 10th Grade families:

We will be having a craft/bake sale on December 6th during the Winside basketball games.  Please bring a craft or baked good to sell at the table by 4:00 p.m. that day.

We also will be selling raffle tickets for 2 Husker blankets donated by Linda Alford.  The raffle will be drawn on December 16th.

Please participate either by donating items to sell or helping at the table that night.  Thank You

Students in Mock Trial Learn How the Legal System Works

By Paul Wantz, Guidance Counselor

This year’s case involves a student who lost a full-ride scholarship when another school accused them of cheating in the previous year’s mock trial championship and now they are suing the other school for the value of the lost scholarship. The students experience what it is like to prepare for and present a case before a judge, learn to evaluate information and respond quickly.  Mock Trial also helps sharpen public speaking and presentation skills. 

 Mock Trial’s 2011 Maroon Team consists of lawyers: Corey McCullock, Heidi Miller, Jacob Maslonka, and Brittney Petersen.  Witnesses are Audel Salazar, Jesse Smith, Taylor Mentink, and Sydnee Brehmer. Assistants are Randall Nickel and David Maldonado.  Mock Trial Gold Team consists of lawyers: Peter Hassebrook, Brenna Wakeley, Darcy Simonsen, and Victoria Maslonka.  Witnesses are Rebekah Harlan, Molly Phillips, and Matthew Britton.  This year’s coach is Mr. Wantz with Mr. Dan Smith as attorney coach.

On Friday November 11, 2011 the teams traveled to the Madison County Courthouse to compete in the first event of the season. Overall, both teams did very well, but did not qualify to advance to the next round of competition. The students should be congratulated on their hard work and dedication!
From the Guidance Office
By Paul Wantz, Guidance Counselor
ACT:  The next ACT test of the year is scheduled for February 11, 2012.  Juniors traditionally take the test in April.  This year, the April test is April 14th with an application postmark deadline of March 9, 2012.  The Guidance Office has ACT preparation books and software available for students use.  Also, remember that Lyons-Decatur is an ACT test site for all except the June test.

Senior Information: Each Senior has a mailbox, located in the Guidance Office.  Information pertaining to scholarships, career interests, and college planning is being placed in the individual boxes on a regular basis for the students.  Seniors are encouraged to check their mailbox on a weekly basis.

College Visits: Seniors and Juniors planning to continue their education beyond high school should be thinking about arranging a college campus visit.  Campus visits are an important part of selecting a college, and parents are encouraged to accompany their son or daughter whenever possible.  Campus visits are arranged through the Guidance Office.

Scholarship Information: As scholarship information arrives, it is posted on the Guidance Office bulletin board and placed in Senior mailboxes.  Seniors need to be proactive in searching for financial aid.  

Internet Opportunities:  The Guidance Office has internet access to allow students to search for scholarships and to view information on many colleges and schools.  See Mr. Wantz for more information.  As a related item, your NHS Guidance Office is now on-line through the school’s ANGEL and SOCS web sites.  Through a link on the Guidance page, students and parents have access to many college, career, scholarship, and financial aid sites.  

Staying Healthy During Flu/Cold Season     by Wendy Phillips 

Elkhorn Logan Valley Public Health Department has recommendations that have been put forth by the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) about guidelines to help decrease the spread of flu among students and school staff during the school year.

· Separating ill students from well people.
Sick students will be required to stay home. 

· Children can safely return to school after being ill if they are fever free without the use of fever reducing medications for at least 24 hours.
It is extremely important that we all do our parts in decreasing the spread of illness during flu season.  We appreciate your cooperation and interest in keeping our students and staff healthy. Flu spreads easily from person to person.  For this reason, it is very important that those who are ill follow recommendations regarding staying home from work, school and daycare.

There are reminders for students & staff posted in rest rooms, water fountains and other areas of the school building, with instructions for coughing into elbows or shirts instead of hands, washing hands after restroom usage and washing before eating.

The Lyons-Decatur Northeast Schools has an Asthma and Allergic Reaction Protocol in accordance with NDE Rule 59.  The Principal’s office maintains and updates the medical files for children with Asthma and Allergies.  A form that is filled out by the parent is kept on file and updated yearly for all students that need an Albuterol inhaler, medication by nebulizer, or has an allergy that could cause an anaphylaxis reaction.  If medications are self-administered, the school staff MUST be notified.  The Student Asthma/Anaphylaxis Action Plan form gives the school staff permission to seek emergency care.    If your student has Asthma or Allergies and does not have the form on file, please contact the school.  Attack on Asthma-Nebraska has a web site for more information at http://www.attackonasthma.org
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For the 2011-2012 school year students are considered immunized if they have received all of the following:

EFFECTIVE NEBRASKA DEPARTMENT OF 173 NAC 3 7/13/10 HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES 4 

3 doses DTaP, DTP, DT, or Td vaccine with at least 1 dose given no earlier than 4 days before 4 years of age; 

3 doses of polio vaccine; 

2 doses of MMR vaccine with the first dose given no earlier than 4 days before the first birthday and the 2 doses separated by at least 28 days; 

3 doses of pediatric hepatitis B vaccine, or, if the alternate hepatitis B vaccination schedule is used, 2 doses of a licensed adult hepatitis B vaccine specified for adolescents 11-15 years of age; and 

1 dose of varicella vaccine given before the 13th birthday, or 2 doses of varicella vaccine with the first dose given on or after the 13th birthday and the second dose given no less than 28 days later. Beginning July 1, 2011 and thereafter, 2 doses of varicella vaccine. 


Semester Tests:


Grades 7-12 will have semester tests December 21st and 22nd school will dismiss at 2:20 both days.  Elementary will dismiss on Tuesday December 20th. 





Web Page:  Have you visited the Web Site for the school?  Make � HYPERLINK "http://www.lyonsdecaturschool.org" ��www.lyonsdecaturschool.org� your homepage and catch up on all of the latest news and events from the school.  Classroom activities, calendars and menus are just some of the items available. 


Check the calendars/menus for updates periodically as any changes will be posted to the website.





Lyons-Decatur Northeast is saving register tapes for education equipment.  Register tapes can be collected from Save More, Graybeal’s and Lincoln Street Market and redeemed toward educational equipment.  The program kicked off September 1, 2011 and register tapes can be collected until March 31, 2012. Thank you for your 


support.















































