LYONS-DECATUR NORTHEAST SCHOOLS
Superintendent’s Office 687-2363    Principal’s Office 687-2349    Guidance Office 687-2184
Web Site www.lyonsdecaturschool.org
Dist. #11-0020-000
December 2008/January 2009
Notes from the Administration: 
Best wishes to all for a joyous Christmas season and a wonderful New Year.
School Schedule Changes Notification: 
The sources we will use to notify people of any changes in our school time schedule will be…
1. KFAB Radio – 1110 AM Omaha

2.    107.9 FM – AM 84 Radio West Point

2. WOW  T– Channel 6 Omaha
3. KETV – Channel 7 Omaha
4. KMTV – Channel 3 Omaha
5. KTIV – Channel 4 Sioux City (www.ktiv.com)
Please listen to these stations for announcements.  Do not call the school or administrators’ homes as these phone lines are needed to contact stations and staff.  Your cooperation will be appreciated. Decisions on not having school are generally made before 7:00 A.M.
Parents Reminder
Barricades have been placed on the northeast side and east side in the driveway near the playground.  These were put in place to keep children safe on the playground before, during, and after school.  PLEASE DO NOT DRIVE AROUND the barricades to pick up your child by the locker room doors.  The driveway should be used only for school personnel and deliveries.

Also, all visitors must sign in at the Superintendent’s Office, when entering the school building. 
DIBELS
by Rachel Dolezal, Title I Coordinator 

DIBELS stands for Dynamic Indicators of Early Literacy Skills.  Through the three DIBELS testing measures, reading fluency, comprehension and phonemic awareness, I have been able to determine an early literacy skills baseline for all students in grades K-4.  The results are used to evaluate individual student development.  Through students’ test scores the Title I teacher has targeted the students to receive interventions that aide in reading comprehension, fluency, and phonemic awareness.  To ensure growth, progress monitoring is done 
weekly.  Students that have achieved the set goal are then integrated back into the regular classroom.  
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Athletics
by Bruce Knaak, Athletic Director
The boys and girls Basketball team will hold a sports drink scrimmage and parent's meeting on Dec. 1st.  The parent's meeting will be at 6:30, 
followed by the basketball scrimmages, alternating quarters between the girls and boys.

JH Boys/Girls Basketball Schedules and HS Girls/Boys Basketball Schedules - see the Web Site for details.
Elementary Basketball Game Attendance: 
A reminder that Northeast Elementary students must be accompanied by an adult at Varsity Basketball contests.  An adult is considered anyone 19 years or older.  The adult must accompany the elementary student in order to be permitted to the contest.

To get updates on schedule changes and game times, check out this website www.highschoolsports.net. 
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Music Department
by Mrs. Connealy and Dwight Rose, Music Directors 
The Elementary Christmas Program will be presented in the Lyons-Decatur NE new gym at 7 PM on Thursday evening, December 18th.  This year’s program will feature songs written for the poem “Twas the Night Before Christmas” as well as a medley of Christmas songs played on boom whackers, kazoos and other rhythm instruments.  Plans are being made to have a personal visit from St. Nick himself and his reindeer (portrayed by our first graders).

The children and I are working very hard to present a most enjoyable evening to you this year.  We truly do hope that you can make the time in your busy holiday schedule to attend this musical program.

Elementary Music Concert Dec. 18th at 7:00 PM
Secondary Music Concert: Dec. 19th at 7:00 PM 


Quiz Bowl 

by Jennifer Ippensen, Language Arts 
The Northeast Quiz Bowl team started the season by competing in the Homer Tournament.  They finished 9th out of 22 teams.  Members of this year's team include Sariah Harlan, Holli Huffman, Jessica O'Connor, Eric Miller, Jacob Pond, Angel Fehrer, Megan Long, Starla McMullin, and Nikki O'Connor.
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St. Jude Math-A-Thon Event to Raise Funds for St. Jude Children’s Research Hospital
by Kevin Krohn, Math/Science
The Lyons-Decatur community can help save lives by sponsoring students in the St. Jude Math-A-Thon to benefit St. Jude Children’s Research Hospital.

The event is sponsored by Northeast Junior High in December.  By sponsoring participants of the event, you will help raise funds for the world’s premier pediatric cancer research center.  These funds will help St. Jude in its on going fight against childhood catastrophic diseases.

“Our goal in holding this event is to help the children of the world who are stricken with diseases like cancer, AIDS, sickle cell disease and other catastrophic illnesses”.

St. Jude Children’s Research Hospital is internationally recognized for its pioneering work in finding cures and saving children with cancer and other catastrophic diseases.  Founded by the late entertainer Danny Thomas, and based in Memphis TN, St. Jude freely shares its discoveries with scientific and medical communities around the world.  No family ever pays for treatments not covered by insurance, and families without insurance are never asked to pay.

St. Jude is financially supported by ALSAC its fundraising organization, through events such as Math-A-Thon.  If you are interested in making a donation, please call Kevin Krohn at 687-2363.  For more information, please visit www.mathathon.org. 
Students in Mock Trial Learn How the Legal System Works
By Paul Wantz, Guidance Counselor
This year’s case involves an adult charged with procuring alcohol for minors after an incident following a high school graduation party. The students experience what it is like to prepare for and present a case before a judge, learn to evaluate information and respond quickly.  Mock Trial also helps sharpen public speaking and presentation skills. 

 Mock Trial’s 2008 Maroon Team consisted of lawyers: Sariah Harlan, Eric Miller, and Jacob Pond.  Witnesses were Jessica O’Connor, Lydia Hayes, Starla McMullin, and Kyle Phillips.  Mock Trial Gold Team consisted of lawyers: Angel Fehrer, Nikki O’Connor, Corbin Wheaton, and Destiney Hernandez.  Witnesses were Brittani Burgett, Audel Salazar, Ashley Bacon, Brianne Bacon, Morgan Daberkow, and Vanessa Vetick.  Assistants were Emily Ueding, Rachael Nickel, and Holli Huffman.  This year’s coaches were Mrs. Ippensen and Mr. Wantz with Mr. Dan Smith as attorney coach.

On Tuesday, November 11, 2008 the teams traveled to the Dakota County Courthouse to compete in the first event of the season. Overall, both teams did very well.  The Gold Team had tough competition against South Sioux City and Wayne.  Although they won their first round, they lost the next two and were eliminated from the competition.  The team made a huge improvement from one trial to the next and was complimented on their performance.  The Maroon Team advanced on to the next round of competition with wins over both South Sioux City and Blair.  On November 18, 2008 the Maroon Team traveled to Madison for advancement rounds.   They were defeated by Battle Creek in an extremely close trial  The students should be congratulated on their hard work and dedication!
Notes from the Nurse

by Wendy Phillips and Janice Larsen

The Lyons-Decatur Northeast Schools has an Asthma and Allergic Reaction Protocol in accordance with NDE Rule 59.  The Principal’s office maintains and updates the medical files for children with Asthma and Allergies.  A form that is filled out by the parent is kept on file and updated yearly for all students that need an Albuterol inhaler, medication by nebulizer, or has an allergy that could cause an anaphylaxis reaction.  If medications are self-administered, the school staff MUST be notified.  The Student Asthma/Anaphylaxis Action Plan form gives the school staff permission to seek emergency care.  This form will be mailed home in December for those students who are already on file.  If your student has Asthma or Allergies and does not get the form, please contact the school.  Attack on Asthma-Nebraska has a web site for more information at http://www.attackonasthma.org
From the Guidance Office
by Paul Wantz, Guidance Counselor
Nebraska e-Transcripts: Nebraska e-Transcript is the name given to the state-wide initiative designed to provide a myriad of benefits to all participating Nebraska public and private secondary and post-secondary schools and their students by implementing the ability for these institutions to exchange electronic transcripts. The first phase of this multi-phased initiative is focused on supporting the electronic delivery of transcripts from Nebraska’s high schools to Nebraska colleges. Under the MHEC

(Midwestern Higher Education Compact) agreement these benefits are extended to 10 other Midwestern states, Illinois, Indiana, Iowa, Kansas, Michigan, Minnesota, Missouri, North Dakota, Ohio and Wisconsin.

A student at Lyons-Decatur Northeast visits Secure Transcript through a Nebraska e-Transcript link placed on our school’s website, registers, and chooses where they want to send transcripts. These transcript requests are presented electronically to the high school’s administrator, who approves the request and uploads the student's records to Docufide.  Docufide processes these student records and delivers official transcripts, electronically or on paper, according to the receiving college's preference. The student receives email confirmation when the transcripts are approved, when they are sent, and, if delivered electronically, when received as well. All Nebraska colleges and universities participating in the Nebraska e-Transcript Initiative will receive transcripts electronically.

As part of the Nebraska e-Transcript Initiative, Secure Transcript service is free to all participating high schools and colleges. There is no fee to students for transcripts sent to participating Nebraska colleges and universities. Additionally, all colleges and universities within the MHEC group (Midwestern Higher Education Compact: Nebraska, Illinois, Indiana, Iowa, Kansas, Michigan, Minnesota, Missouri, North Dakota, Ohio and Wisconsin) that registered to receive transcripts electronically are also free.
Secure Transcript is available to past graduates, if the year you graduated is in the pulldown  when you register.
ACT:  The next ACT test of the year is scheduled for February 7th, 2009.  Juniors traditionally take the test in April.  This year, the April test is April 4th with an application postmark deadline of February 27th, 2009.  The Guidance Office has ACT preparation books and software available for students use.  Also, remember that Lyons-Decatur is an ACT test site for the April and October tests.
Senior Information: Each Senior has a mailbox, located in the Guidance Office.  Information pertaining to scholarships, career interests, and college planning is being placed in the individual boxes on a regular basis for the students.  Seniors are encouraged to check their mailbox on a weekly basis.

College Visits: Seniors and Juniors planning to continue their education beyond high school should be thinking about arranging a college campus visit.  Campus visits are an important part of selecting a college, and parents are encouraged to accompany their son or daughter whenever possible.  Campus visits are arranged through the Guidance Office.

Scholarship Information: As scholarship information arrives, it is posted on the Guidance Office bulletin board and placed in Senior mailboxes.  Seniors need to be proactive in searching for financial aid.  

Internet Opportunities:  The Guidance Office has internet access to allow students to search for scholarships and to view information on many colleges and schools.  See Mr. Wantz for more information.  As a related item, your NHS Guidance Office is now on-line through the school’s SOCS web site.  Through a link on the school’s homepage, students and parents have access to many college, career, scholarship, and financial aid sites, as well as the most current listing of upcoming events. 




Semester Tests:


Grades 7-12 will have semester tests December 22nd and 23rd school will dismiss at 2:20 both days.  


*  No Elementary School on these days.








Speech Invitationals


by Melissa Brokaw and Katie Mace





January 24th  at North Bend Central Invitational, 


January 31st  at Logan View Invitational, 


February 7th  at Lyons-Decatur Northeast Invitational, 


February 21st West Point-Beemer Invitational. 





Web Page:  Have you visited the Web Site for the school?  Make � HYPERLINK "http://www.lyonsdecaturschool.org" ��www.lyonsdecaturschool.org� your homepage and catch up on all of the latest news and events from the school.  Classroom activities, calendars and menus are just some of the items available. 


Check the calendars/menus for updates periodically as any changes will be posted to the website.











