April/May 2011 Newsletter
Possible State Aid cut in LB 235 Not to Affect LDNE!

Written by Fred Hansen, Superintendent

March 28, 2011

If the Education Committee of the Nebraska Legislature gets its way a large cut in state aid to schools is forthcoming to most all school districts in Nebraska in the details of LB 235!  Lyons-Decatur Northeast Public School is NOT one of those school districts.  You ask why?  LDNE is not an “equalized” school district any more.  That simply means that LDNE no longer receives state aid to equalize it with other school districts across Nebraska.

With a large cut expected in state aid to schools in LB 235, I am happy to report that I am not worried about this bill.  In years past I would have been worried.  What changed you ask?  The state aid formula has about 23 “moving parts” which means it is complicated to try to predict state aid from year to year.  A simply way to understand the formula is NEEDS minus RESOURCES equals STATE AID.

LDNE has seen a small reduction in the NEEDS side of the formula with a reduction in student enrollment.  LDNE has seen a great increase in the RESOURCES side of the formula with increased property valuation across the district.  The valuation of the school district has gone up 42% since 2007.  Therefore, our resources far outpace our 
needs in the formula.  We can operate effectively with local and federal resources and a small amount of state resource reimbursements with no reliance upon State aid.
LDNE PLAY
Play Name: Lotto Date by Jerry Rabushka
Director: Mrs. Mace
Date: April 1, 2011 at 7PM
Ticket Prices: 5$ for adults and 3$ for students/children

The rodeo! The operaaaa! High class French cuisine! The bloom of young people in love...or not. In "Lotto Date," the newest television dating game, three romantic couples have no idea where they'll be going-or with whom. Their loss is our gain, as the couples squirm their way through challenging blind dates. Come and see LDNE put on another successful play that involves witty dialogue and unexpected twists and turns to make this your favorite show yet! Who will be voted best couple of the evening? Come for the exciting-

and surprising-results!

**Attention Parents & Patrons:  The school newsletter is on the school website www.lyonsdecaturschools.org
Also, check out powerschool to look up the current grades of each of your students!



Burt County Spelling Contest

Lyons-Decatur Northeast students did well in the spelling contest again this year.  The contest held on February 15th, 2011 featured 28 students in the 5PthP and 6PthP grade division and 24 students in the 7PthP and 8PthP grade division.

The winners for Northeast are listed below.


5PthP – 6PthP Division


       2nd Alexandra Smith

Pennies for Patients
Students at Lyons-Decatur Northeast are saving lives with the power of the penny.  

Lyons-Decatur Northeast students raised money for the Leukemia and Lymphoma Society from March 14 to March 25, 2011.  This is the 4th year that Northeast students gave selflessly to help children and others battle blood cancer.  The students have learned that they can make a difference with every penny, nickel, dime, quarter, and dollar that they bring in.  “These students serve as an example to all of us through their commitment to helping others,” said Rhonda Smallwood, campaign manager for the Nebraska Chapter.  “Their efforts will help local patients and their families along with funding blood cancer research.”   Leukemia causes more deaths than any other cancer among children and young adults.  Many fun activities were planned for the 2-week campaign and the students enjoyed them thoroughly.  The elementary classroom that brought in the most money per student gets an ice cream party, and that classroom was fourth grade.  The total raised for Leukemia and Lymphoma Society was $1,527.85 this year.  Way to go!

Elementary Spring Concert, 

by Mrs. Connealy

On Tuesday, April 26th, at 7 PM in the new gym the elementary grades will present their Spring Concert. This year's theme is "Education Rock" which also happens to be the name of the first song!  Other songs include: "I Like School" (sung by the kindergarten); "Information Age" (grades 1 & 2) and 
"T-H-I-N-K" (grades 3 & 4)  Mr. Mayo will also be conducting the 5th and 6th grade bands and he will also present the 5th and 6th grade singing their own special song.  Please come and join us for a bright and happy musical revue dedicated to education.


Kindergarten Round-Up: 

Kindergarten Round-Up will be held on Friday, April 29th at 2:00 P.M.  The regular Kindergarten class will have school this day.  We are currently compiling a list for next years Kindergarten class and we want to make sure we include everyone.  If you are new to the district or this is your first child, we may not have your child’s name so please call the school so we can put them on the list.  We are looking for children who are 5 years old before October 15th 2011.  If you have a child in that age group and know that you are not going to send them to school next year, please let the school know also.  Please bring your child’s birth certificate and a record of your child’s shots with you on April 29th.

Elementary Track Meet
The Elementary Track Meet is scheduled for Tuesday May 10Pth at 12:30 p.m. Rain date is Tuesday, May 17th at 12:30 p.m.
Pre-School

Pre-School Graduation will be Thursday May 19th 2011.  All pre-schoolers need to attend the morning class on that day. 

If you are looking for a great place where preschoolers can play to learn and would like an environment where your preschooler can play with play-doh or paint, and not get it on YOUR carpet, Pre-School Round-Up will be Thursday May 19th at 1:00 P.M. Come visit us at Lyons-Decatur preschool!!
Please bring your child’s immunization record and copy of birth certificate.

Lyons-Decatur School is now accepting eligible enrollment for preschoolers for the 2011-2012 school year.  If you are interested in sending your three or four year old, or know of someone who may be interested please call the school at 687-2349 to get more information.  Eligible students must be 3 or 4 years old by July 31, 2011. Space is limited.

Elementary Awards Assembly

We will plan to have an Awards Assembly on Friday, May 20th to present awards for perfect attendance, kindergarten and sixth grade promotion and other awards.  Parents are welcome to attend.  The assembly will start at 9:00 a.m. in the big gym.



High School Prom 

The prom will be held in Lyons on April 16, 2011, with the banquet starting at 5:30 p.m. in the school cafeteria, the grand march at 7:00 p.m. in the new gym and dance starting at 9:00 p.m. to midnight in the school cafeteria. Community members are encouraged to come and enjoy the grand march. 

School dances are for Lyons-Decatur Northeast Senior High students (9-12) and their approved dates. Out-of-town dates must be registered at the principal’s office by Thursday,  April 14th.
Athletic Physicals 

The athletic department at Northeast will be participating with Dr. Martin of Lyons Medical Clinic, in making athletic physicals available to students (boys and girls) in grades 7-12 for the 2011-2012 school year.  These physicals will be available on May 6, 2011 starting time 12:30 at the high school.  The physicals will cost $30.00 each, due at the time of the physical. Make checks payable to Lyons Medical Clinic. Students who do not take advantage of this event will have to secure a physical with their own appointment to the clinic of their choice.

Athletic Banquet

The athletic banquet is Tuesday, May 10th 2011.  The potluck dinner will be at 6:30 pm with the banquet ceremony scheduled to start at 7:00 pm.  Admission for district patrons to the banquet and a new one year membership to the sports booster club for the 2011-2012 season is  $5.00 for a single and $10.00 for a family.    Student admission will be free.

The booster club raises money through dues, selling burgers and brats at football games, basketball games, and track meets.  

Semester Tests; Grades 7-11 

May 23   

    Period 1-8:15-9:35 a.m.

    Period 3-9:40-11:00 a.m.

    Period 5-11:05-12:25 p.m.   

    Period 7-1:00-2:20 p.m. 

May 24   

    Period 2-8:15-9:35 a.m.

    Period 4-9:40-11:00 a.m.

    Period 6-11:05-12:25 p.m.

    Period 8-1:00-2:20 p.m.

May 25
    Make up tests    
Music Department, 

by John Mayo
For pictures and more information on the below information, check out the music link on the school website.  Simply go to www.lyonsdecaturschools.org , click on activities, and then click on music.  Enjoy!

MUSIC STUDENTS ACHIEVE

For the first time  the Lyons-Decatur Northeast Jr. High Music Department participated in the Wayne State College Middle School Music Festival.  The annual festival is held to give middle school students the opportunity to display their musical skills in a positive and encouraging environment.  Every solo, small ensemble, or large ensemble that performed was observed by a professional judge and given a rating.  Superior (I) is the highest rating.  Northeast is proud to announce the following results:

Jr. High Choir-Superior (I)

Jr. High Band-Excellent+ (II+)

Darcey Simonsen Vocal Solo-Superior (I)

Meaghan Britton Vocal Solo-Superior (I)

Katelyn Petersen Vocal Solo-Superior (I)

Blair Preston Vocal Solo-Superior (I)

Amelia Schlichting Clarinet Solo-Superior (I)

Congratulations to the all Northeast Jr. High students on their achievements.  Thank you to the chaperones Caryn Andersen and Lana Petersen for joining us on the trip.

HONOR BAND AND CHOIR RESULTS FOR SECOND SEMESTER:

York Middle School Honor Band-Martin Long, Brent Miller, Aaron Williams

Blair Middle School Honor Band-Brianne Haskell, Brent Miller, Martin Long, Aaron Williams

Wayne Honor Band Festival-Heidi Miller and Martin Long

Wayne Honor Choir-Nikki Jo Williams and Christian Maldonado

University of South Dakota Vermillion Honor Band Festival-Nikki Jo Williams and Cody Pond

BOCH Festival (University of Nebraska Omaha Honor Choir)-James Granay

Class D Honor Band-Heidi Miller

Neligh-Oakdale Honor Band-Hunter Ferguson, Tyler Kroger, Mia Nelson, Josh Wilson, Kaitlin Appleton, Jennifer Sims, Jayme McCullock, Amanda Alford, Cassidy Mentink, Ali Smith, Matt Hartley, Kassandra Prieto, Natalia Castle-Gosch, Brock Vetick, Benny Estrada Lujan, Jacob Nelson, Kelly Wakely, Amelia Schlichting, and Lupita Prieto

UPCOMING MUSIC DATES:

April 2-Symphony Make-up Date

April 4-Music Booster Meeting 6p.m. in Music Room

April 15-District Music Contest

April 16-Neligh-Oakdale Honor Band

April 26-Spring Elementary Program

May 6-Spring Secondary Concert/Awards Night

May 12-Select Band Tour (5th and 6th grade)

May 25-Trip to Wicked the Musical

May 26-Trip to Adventureland

May 30-Memorial Day Service

June-July-Free Summer Lessons in Lyons and Decatur
Driver Education Offerings 
Northeast will offer one class for driver education students.  Class size will be limited. The Driver Safety Course will be offered for those students who are 14 years old by June 1, 2011.  It is recommended that students either have their school or learners permit at the time of taking the class. 
This is the full course which includes the driving and written tests.  Students will spend 20 hours in the classroom and  spend at least 5.5 hours in the vehicle.
The cost of the class will be $200 for students enrolled at LDNE and $275 for all others, if space is available. Sign up at the Superintendents’ office. Forms and registration fee deadline will be May 13th.  Stan Mencke will teach the course and driving requirements. 
Curriculum

2011-2012 preliminary schedule and registration of secondary students is under way, students will be registering soon for classes for next year.

Lyons-Decatur High School will be offering some classes that will qualify as dual credit classes; that is, classes that earn college credit as well as high school credit.  There are also college credit only courses. These classes are usually taken by seniors and juniors and are valuable to get a head start on college and even save a few $ (tuition is at the community college rate).  As these classes are made available, we will be notifying the students so they can sign-up for them.  One note, to receive college credit for the class, tuition and any fees must be paid by the student to the applicable college.  College credit only courses do not count toward class GPA. If you have any questions, please contact Paul Wantz in the Guidance Office at 687-2184.  
Notes from the Guidance Office 
Financial aid Forms:  The Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA) form is available in the Guidance Office.  Help is available locally for the process of filling out these forms.

ACT:  The traditional time for ACT testing for juniors is April.  This year, the test is scheduled for April 9th.  The last scheduled test for this school year will be June 11th. 

College Visits:  Juniors planning to continue their education beyond high school should be thinking about arranging a college campus visit.  Campus visits are an important part of selecting a college, and parents are encouraged to accompany their son/daughter whenever possible.  Campus visits are arranged through the Guidance Office.

Career and Education Planning:  Parents and their students are encouraged to access the Nebraska Career Connections via the internet.  Nebraska Career Connections allows you to check out more than 450 occupations, match occupations to your interest, learn about colleges and universities, discover where to get an apprenticeship or degree, and find scholarship and financial aid. The web site is http//www.nebraskacareerconnections.org.  Talk with your school counselor for more information. 
Guidance Office will be closed from May 25th thru August 1st.
State Speech successful for LDNE

On Friday, March 25th Angel Fehrer and Jesse Smith competed at state speech in Kearney, NE.  Jesse competed in the event of humorous prose.  In this event he has ten minutes to interpret a story written by a published author.  He cannot use any props or costuming, but has to tell the story strictly with his voice.  Jesse’s story is set in 1958 and tells of a boy who gets hung in a web in his neighbor’s outhouse.  Jesse placed 2nd and 4th during his rounds, but missed finals by one.  

Angel Fehrer a 4-year member of the speech team competed in informative speaking.  Angel wrote her speech and made posters as well.  This year her topic was flirting.  She spoke on the history of flirting, various forms of flirting, and why people flirt.  During the rounds Angel placed 1st and 2nd, which was enough to qualify her for finals.  Angel nailed her final speech.  The judges awarded her the first place medal.  Angel is the 1st informative champion since 1997 and the first state speech champion since 2008.

Mrs. Seagren and I would like to thank the entire speech team for all their hard work this year.  We would like to thank Jane Sunderman for judging and for the critiques.  We would also like to thank Margaret Busswell for her critiques.  We would also like to give a special thank you to Mrs. Linda Warren for all the advice, cuttings, and critiques that she provided to both the students and us.  We would also like to thank the parents of the speech students for letting us have this time with your children and making sure they were on time for those very early meets.  

Early“Congratulations” To the Class Of 2011 

Congratulations to the Northeast seniors for their many accomplishments, not only this past year, but for their previous high school years.  Your parents, relatives, friends and the Northeast staff are proud of you.  

Everyone is invited to attend commencement services for the class of 2011 on Saturday, May 14PthP, 2011 at 2:00 p.m. in the Lyons-Decatur Northeast gymnasium.

Senior Class:

Motto: “School’s Out, Memories Past, Don’t ever doubt, Our friendship will last”.

Class Flower: Lily

Class Color: Black, royal blue, white

Song: “Long Live” by Taylor Swift
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Note:  You can find a 2011-2012 school calendar attached. School begins on August 17, 2011. The two weeks prior to school beginning is an ideal time to beat the rush for schedule changes.  Also, this is a perfect opportunity for 7PthP graders and their parents to tour the building and locate classrooms.








