April/May 2010 Newsletter
What’s New In Technology

The Lyons-Decatur Northeast and Oakland-Craig schools are a recipient of an Enhancing Education Through Technology grant (EETT) in the amount of $40,453.  This grant is from the State of Nebraska utilizing federal stimulus (ARRA) dollars.  The objective of the grant is to improve achievement in the areas of language arts and science for 7 and 8th grade students.  Technology rich classrooms will be created through the purchase of laptop computers, student response systems, mimio white-board technology and science equipment.  Students will have access to the laptop computers for writing activities and science equipment which will interface with the computers to allow the students to collect and analyze data.  The student response systems (clickers) and mimio equipment are designed to increase student involvement in daily lessons by having the students respond to questions and interact electronically.

Three target teachers from each district will receive 2 weeks of training and professional development in the use of the technology.  They will also develop specific curriculum and lessons in which these technologies will be used in their classrooms.  Part of the curriculum will involve cooperative projects between the two districts.
The grant was written by the technology committee from Lyons-Decatur with input and collaboration from Oakland-Craig.   Lyons-Decatur will act as the fiscal agent.  Any questions can be addressed to grant 
coordinator Gary Loftis, Technology Coordinator, Lyons-Decatur Northeast schools.
Burt County Spelling Contest

Lyons-Decatur Northeast students did very well in the spelling contest again this year.  The contest held on February 18th, 2010 featured 28 students in the 5PthP and 6PthP grade division and 24 students in the 7PthP and 8PthP grade division.

The winners for Northeast are listed below.


5PthP – 6PthP Division


       1st Brock Vetick

       2nd Brent Miller

                   3rd Brianne Haskell

                   4th Jacob Whitaker
Pennies for Patients
Thank you to everyone who donated to the “Pennies for Patients” campaign.  We have raised just over $1000 for the Leukemia & Lymphoma Society. The elementary class with the most donations was the 5th grade class with an average of $8.90 per student.  The total class donation for 5th grade was  $160.17, which means they have won the ice cream party!  Other activities were held in the 2 weeks that included winning extra recesses and first to eat lunch.  The eighth graders won the first to eat challenge for A lunch and seniors won the first to eat challenge for B lunch. A big “THANK YOU” to First National Bank Northeast for matching our donations the last day of the campaign and for counting all the change.  Their $200 donation was huge part of our donations!  

**Attention Parents & Patrons:  The school newsletter is on the school website www.lyonsdecaturschools.org
Also, check out edline.com to look up the current grades of each of your students!
Census Data form attached!



Kindergarten Round-Up: 

Kindergarten Round-Up will be held on Friday, April 16th at 2:00 P.M.  The regular Kindergarten class will have school this day.  We are currently compiling a list for next years Kindergarten class and we want to make sure we include everyone.  If you are new to the district or this is your first child, we may not have your child’s name so please call the school so we can put them on the list.  We are looking for children who are 5 years old before October 15th 2010.  If you have a child in that age group and know that you are not going to send them to school next year, please let the school know also.  Please bring your child’s birth certificate and a record of your child’s shots with you on April 16th.

Elementary Spring Concert, 

By Mrs. Connealy & John Mayo
Grades Pre-K-6 and Elementary Band will be proudly presenting a patriotic themed program on April 27th at 7:00 in the new gym.  Our concert this spring is entitled "This is America" and includes some old favorites along with some brand new songs all on the subject of America and what makes it great.  Our young students have been truly practicing these songs with great American spirit. The concert will include Mrs. Connealy leading students with recorders, kazoos, and much more.  In an attempt to help 5th and 6th graders make a smooth transition into Jr. High Chorus, Mr. Mayo will be leading each grade in a vocal song.  The night is sure to be an exciting celebration of America.

Come out and enjoy. We look forward to seeing you. 
Elementary Track Meet
The Elementary Track Meet is scheduled for Tuesday May 11Pth at 12:45 p.m. Rain date will be May 14th.
Elementary Awards Assembly
We will plan to have an Awards Assembly on Friday, May 21st to present awards for perfect attendance, kindergarten and sixth grade promotion and other awards.  Parents are welcome to attend.  The assembly will start at 9:00 a.m. in the big gym.
Pre-School

Looking for a great place where preschoolers can play to learn?  Would you like an environment where your preschooler can play with play-doh or paint, and not get it on YOUR carpet?  Come visit us at 

Lyons-Decatur preschool!!

Lyons-Decatur School is now accepting eligible enrollment for preschoolers for the 2010-2011 school year.  If you are interested in sending your three or four year old, or know of someone who may be interested please call the school at 687-2349 to get more information.  Eligible students must be 3 years old by July 31, 2010. Space is limited.



High School Prom 

The prom will be held in Lyons on April 17, 2010, with the banquet starting at 5:30 p.m. in the school cafeteria, the grand march at 7:00 p.m. in the new gym and dance starting at 9:00 p.m. to midnight in the school cafeteria. Community members are encouraged to come and enjoy the grand march. 

School dances are for Lyons-Decatur Northeast Senior High students (9-12) and their approved dates. Out-of-town dates must be registered at the principal’s office by Thursday,  April 15th.
SECONDARY SPRING CONCERT AND AWARDS NIGHT

Grades 7-12 vocal and instrumental departments perform for parents and community members on April 30th at 7:00 p.m. in the new gym.  All are invited to attend.  Special additions to the concert include a new original composition from the Northeast Drum Line, solos/small ensembles that received superior ratings at District Music, and the distribution of awards. 

DISTRICT MUSIC CONTEST

LDNE will be sending 8 entries to District Music Contest.   District Music Contest or DMC will be in Yutan on April 23rd.    Other Class B, C, and D schools will be sending their best to the site as well.   LDNE will be represented by the following:  one vocal solo, three duets, one percussion ensemble, one trumpet solo, and two large ensembles.  The public is encouraged to attend this full day event in support of LDNE.  Good luck to all those who are participating!

HONOR ENSEMBLES

Congratulations to the following students for their involvement in honor choirs or bands.

All-State Chorus-Tianna Messier

Wayne Honor Choir-Ginger Miller, Tia Messier, Megan Maslonka, and Nikki Jo 



Williams.

Wayne State Honor Band Festival-Heidi Miller

York Middle School Honor Band-Heidi Miller

Class C Honor Band-Eric Miller

Blair Honor Band-Darcey Simonsen and Heidi Miller

For more information please go the school website www.lyonsdecaturschools.org, click on activities, then music.  If you have any questions about upcoming events, please contact Mr. Mayo at jmayo@esu2.org or at the school  (687-2363).
Athletic Physicals 

The athletic department at Northeast will be participating with Dr. Martin of Lyons Medical Clinic, in making athletic physicals available to students (boys and girls) in grades 7-12 for the 2010-2011 school year.  These physicals will be available on May 5, 2010 starting time 12:30 at the high school.  The physicals will cost $30.00 each, due at the time of the physical. Make checks payable to Lyons Medical Clinic. Students who do not take advantage of this event will have to secure a physical with their own appointment to the clinic of their choice.

Athletic Banquet

The athletic banquet is Tuesday, May 11th 2010.  The potluck dinner will be at 6:30 pm with the banquet ceremony scheduled to start at 7:00 pm.  Admission for district patrons to the banquet and a new one year membership to the sports booster club for the 2010-2011 season is  $5.00 for a single and $10.00 for a family.    Student admission will be free.
The booster club raises money through dues, selling burgers and brats at football games, basketball games, and track meets.  
Semester Tests; Grades 7-11 

May 24   
    Period 1-8:15-9:35 a.m.

    Period 3-9:40-11:00 a.m.

    Period 5-11:05-12:25 p.m.   
    Period 7-1:00-2:20 p.m. 

May 25   
    Period 2-8:15-9:35 a.m.

    Period 4-9:40-11:00 a.m.
    Period 6-11:05-12:25 p.m.

    Period 8-1:00-2:20 p.m.

May 26
    Make up tests             

Driver Education Offerings 
Northeast will offer one class for driver education students.  Class size will be limited. The Driver Safety Course will be offered for those students who are 14 years old by June 1, 2010.  It is recommended that students either have their school or learners permit at the time of taking the class. 
This is the full course which includes the driving and written tests.  Students will spend 20 hours in the classroom, July 19-23, 2010, from 8:00 a.m. until 12 noon. Students will spend at least 5.5 hours in the vehicle July 19-August 6, 2010 from 7:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.
The cost of the class will be $200 for students enrolled at LDNE and $300 for all others, if space is available. Sign up at the Superintendents’ office. Forms and registration fee deadline will be May 15th.  Stan Mencke will teach the course and driving requirements. 
Curriculum

2010-2011 preliminary schedule and registration of secondary students is under way, students will be registering soon for classes for next year.

Lyons-Decatur High School will be offering some classes that will qualify as dual credit classes; that is, classes that earn college credit as well as high school credit.  There are also college credit only courses. These classes are usually taken by seniors and juniors and are valuable to get a head start on college and even save a few $ (tuition is at the community college rate).  As these classes are made available, we will be notifying the students so they can sign-up for them.  One note, to receive college credit for the class, tuition and any fees must be paid by the student to the applicable college.  College credit only courses do not count toward class GPA. If you have any questions, please contact Paul Wantz in the Guidance Office at 687-2184.  
Notes from the Guidance Office 
Financial aid Forms:  The Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA) form is available in the Guidance Office.  Help is available locally for the process of filling out these forms.

ACT:  The traditional time for ACT testing for juniors is April.  This year, the test is scheduled for April 10th.  The last scheduled test for this school year will be June 12th. 

College Visits:  Juniors planning to continue their education beyond high school should be thinking about arranging a college campus visit.  Campus visits are an important part of selecting a college, and parents are encouraged to accompany their son/daughter whenever possible.  Campus visits are arranged through the Guidance Office.

Career and Education Planning:  Parents and their students are encouraged to access the Nebraska Career Connections via the internet.  Nebraska Career Connections allows you to check out more than 450 occupations, match occupations to your interest, learn about colleges and universities, discover where to get an apprenticeship or degree, and find scholarship and financial aid. The web site is http//www.nebraskacareerconnections.org.  Talk with your school counselor for more information. 
Guidance Office will be closed from May 27th thru August 2nd.

Note:  You can find a 2010-2011 school calendar attached. School begins on August 18, 2010. The two weeks prior to school beginning is an ideal time to beat the rush for schedule changes.  Also, this is a perfect opportunity for 7PthP graders and their parents to tour the building and locate classrooms.











